I                         tertained a higher opinion of the archduke.    He
|                         declined, as  we  have seen, to confide his opinion
of Wellington to Warden, and at St. Helena he could 8                        not be fair to the duke.    But, when on the throne,
fy                         he had coupled Wellington's name with his own in a
fI                         strange connection.    It was because Wellington had
ij                         devastated  the  country in  his retreat on Lisbon.
''"',                        "Only Wellington and I are capable of executing
such measures/' And he adds, with perversity, that he regards the ravaging of the Palatinate as the greatest act of Louvois.
He regretted Elba.    " This day year I was at Elba," he says, gloomily.    Had the stipulated income been paid, he would have kept open house for the |                        learned men of Europe, for whom he would have
y                        formed a centre.    He would   have  built a palace
I                        for them, and led a country-house life surrounded
by men of mark. He would, too, have enriched the island by throwing open its little ports. Lucien, who seems not to have thoroughly understood his brother, wished to have the minerals of the island for nothing.
But Bertrand confided to Gourgaud that St. Helena was better than Elba; that, at any rate, they were more unhappy at Elba. It was terrible to leave the most splendid throne in the world for a tiny island where one was not even sure of a good reception; and for four months they were deeply depressed. Here the greatness of the fall was less sensible; they had become accustomed to it. Napoleon on this point declared conflicting opinions. Sometimes he regrets Elba: often he abuses St. Helena, but on one occasion he launches into praise of it, at any rate as a residence for his suite. " We are very happy
214e generals produced by the Revolution, Desaix and Heche are the only ones, he thinks, who had the makings of one. The campaign of Dumouriez in Champagne was extremely fine and bold: he was the only man produced out of the nobility. KM>er,
